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A group of over 150 dedicated whole world. The message of Mrs. speeches. Mr. Osman Saad Eldin
Christians, Muslims, Hindus and Masami Saionji was read and from Sudanese national Ms. Yasmin
Sikhs gathered at Peace Center admired by all. Shesaid, “Foraslong Joseph from Islamabad and Country
Lahore on 17th of May, 2017 to as there are people who continue to representative of Caritas Germany
celebrate Symphony of Peace pray and hold a vision for world thanked and expressed her heartfelt
Prayers. They offered prayers for the peace, this world will not come to an  gratitude for inviting her to attend
world peace and especially for those end.” Maulana Abdul Khabir Azad, this beautiful and meaningful
countries which are confronted with Sohail Ahmad Raza,Sardar Akash ceremony of Symphony of Peace

wat, terrorism, violence and hatred. Fr’James Channan OP, hlghly admired the vision of Mrs. Masami Salonéq

This ceremony was an inspiration in

gl iUt PRAVERSIFORTHE WORLD PEACE

Peace Prayers offered and celebrated FALD
at Fuji Sanctuary, at the foot of the Symphony of Peace Prayers 2017 Cclebratcd at Peace Center in Lahore!

legendary Fuji Mountain, in Japan. &

Maulana Masood Qasmi (Muslim),
Sardar Akash Singh (Sikh) and
Pandat Lal Khohar (Hindu) read the
sacred verses from their holy books.

Fr James Channan OP welcomed all
the respected guests for prayer event
and presented history of the SOPP
and collaboration of Peace Center and
~ URI Pakistan. He highly admired the
~ vision and dream of Mrs. Masami
|Saionji, Chairperson of World Peace
Prayer Society and Goi Peace
‘Foundation for presenting this idea of
SOPP to the whole world and how
such a marvelous gathering take place
at Fuji Sanctuary where thousands of
peace lovers from various religions Singh, Sr. Sabina Rifat, Ms. Prayers.
gather and offer prayers according to Shabnum Nagi, Advocate of the Towards the end of the program all
their own religions. The Dominican ngh Court, Zubair Ahmad Farooq participants were handed over a ﬂag
students sung a song to give a Dr. Munawar Chand a Hindu leader, of different county and prayers were
message of peace and love to the Mufti Ashiq Hussain also presented offered fromall countries.

c20175 6 &=\




Let us continue to pray for the férnilies and friends of those killed and injured in
Manchester, and for all those in the U.K. and around the world who live in fear

Non-Violent, Compassionate Action
To Awaken To Our Deepest Truths

‘ Press release by The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian Jr. Executive Director United Religions Initiative

- Dear URI Sisters and Brothers,

~ Two days ago, a horrific act of
Violence took place that once
again tests the limits of our
capacity to maintain a clear
commitment to the call from the
URI Charter to "unite to use our
combined resources only for non-
violent, compassionate action to
awaken to our deepest truths, and
to manifest love and justice
among all life in our Earth
community."

The deliberate targeting and
killing of children as a strategy to
achieve political ends is perhaps
the most evil and barbaric act
human beings can perpetrate. The
attack om the comcert in
Manchester, England, killing 22
and injuring 59 mostly young
people and children, is an assault
on all life, on all humanity, just as
was the kidnapping and rape of
the Chibok girls in Nigeria, or the
gassing of children and families
in Syria, or the massacre at Sandy
Hook School in the United States.
Children are innocents, without
blame, free from guilt, or
responsibility for the sins of their

B parents, communities or

- countries. And yet children are
also targets of those who would so
violate all codes of morality and
destroy the lives of children in an
act of pathology shaped and
encouraged by those who have
twisted and distorted their sense
of national or religious identity as
to become detached from their
own humanity. In the face of this,

2017962 & s |

L}

what do we do?

Voices within me cry out for
revenge, for retribution. As a
Gandhian and non-violent
practitioner, I feel embarrassed by
these feelings. But  have come to
understand that to be committed
to nonviolent, compassionate
action, does not mean that one
does not feel rage in the face of the
murder of innocents, but rather
that one chooses not to act on that
rage in a way that perpetuates the
cycle of violence. Instead, we
move through the rage to the
place where grieflies. For only by
going into the grief can we
reconnect with the love that is at
the center of our being, the love
that restores our humanity and
connects us to one another.

Many people in Manchester and
across the U.K. courageously
moved from anger through grief
to connect with the powerful

force of love that stands in
defiance of the goals of the evil-
doers. The goal of terror is to
create fear that leads to hate. But
interfaith peacebuilders in the
U.K. have come out in force to
publicly declare that relationships
built on love and compassion will
not be diminished by fear, nor
broken by hate. Muslims, Hindus,
Christians, Sikhs, Jews, Pagans,
Bahai's, Buddhists and so many
others continue to come together,
to pray together, to sing together
and to march together affirming
their commitment to peaceful
multicultural and multireligious
communities. The stories
continue to be shared.
http://www.uri.org/the latest/20
17/05/Forging_Connections_in_t
he Midst_of Mourning
We pray for these courageous
interfaith peacebuilders, and for
our URI leaders in the U.K., for
Kiran, Matthew, Deepak, Annie
and so many others. We are
blessed by their leadership and
inspired by their commitment to
the ways of interfaith cooperation
and peace. Let us continue to pray
for the families and friends of
those killed and injured in
Manchester, and for all those in
the U.K. and around the world
who live in fear. And let us also
strengthen our efforts to unlease
the power of non-violent,
compassionate action that we
might continue to awaken those
deepest truths that will light our
path to peace.



Message from the Pontifical Council for Interreligious

Dialogue to Muslims for the month of Ramadan
and 'Id al-Fitar H. 1438 H/ 2017 A.D., 02.06.2017

The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue has sent to Muslims all around
the world a message of good wishes entitled “Christians and Muslims: Caring for
our Common Home”.

Dear Muslim Brothers and Sisters,

We wish to assure you of our prayerful solidarity during this time of fasting in the
month of Ramadan and the celebration of 'Id al-Fitr that concludes it, and we
extend to you our heartfelt best wishes for serenity, joy and abundant spiritual
gifts.

This year's Message is especially timely and significant: fifty years ago, in 1967,
only three years after the establishment of this Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue (PCID) by Pope Paul VI on 19 May 1964, the first
Message was sent for this occasion.

In the years that have followed, two Messages have been particularly important:
the Message of 1991, during the pontificate of Pope John Paul II, entitled “The

Path of Believers is the Way of Peace”, and the Message of 2013, in the first year
of Pope Francis' pontificate, entitled “Promoting Mutual Respect through
Education”. Both Messages were signed by the Pontiffs.

Among the many activities of the PCID for promoting dialogue with Muslims, the most important and longstanding
is this yearly Message for Ramadan and for 'Id al-Fitr addressed to Muslims throughout the world. To share this
Message in the widest way possible, the PCID is assisted by local Catholic communities, as well as Papal
Representatives present in almost every country.

The experience of both our religious communities affirms the value of this Message for promoting cordial relations
between Christian and Muslim neighbours and friends, by offering insights on current and pressing issues.

For this year, the PCID offers a theme related to Pope Francis' Encyclical Letter “Laudato Si'- On Care for Our
Common Home”, which was addressed not only to Catholics and Christians, but to the whole of humanity.

Pope Francis draws attention to the harm our lifestyles and decisions are causing to the environment, to ourselves and
to our fellow human beings. There are, for example, certain philosophical, religious, and cultural perspectives that
present obstacles which threaten humanity's relationship with nature. To take up this challenge involves all of us,
regardless of whether or not we profess a religious belief.

The Encyclical's title itself is expressive: the world is a “common home”, a dwelling for all the members of the
human family. Therefore, no one person, nation or people can impose exclusively their understanding of our planet.
This is why Pope Francis appeals “for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet.. ., since the
environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affects us all” (n. 14).

Pope Francis states that “the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion” (no. 217). What is
needed is education, spiritual openness and a “global ecological conversion” to adequately address this challenge. As
believers, our relationship with God should be increasingly shown in the way we relate to the world around us. Our
vocation to be guardians of God's handiwork is not optional, nor it is tangential to our religious commitment as
Christians and Muslims: it is an essential part of it.

May the religious insights and blessings that flow from fasting, prayer and good works sustain you, with God's help,
on the path of peace and goodness, to care for all the members of the human family and for the whole of creation.

With these sentiments, we wish you once again serenity, joy and prosperity.
From the Vatican, 19 May 2017

Jean-Louis Cardinal Tauran
President

Bishop Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, M.C.C.1.
Secretary




