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wamini Aditvananda has served as

a URI Global Trustee since 2014.
With 30 years of non-profit and
communications experience, she brings
to her new role a strong background in
interfaith leadership, as well as
expertise in policy advocacy, public
relations, partnership development,
campaigning. strategic planning. and
lundraising.
She began her career as a broadcast
television producer/ writer/ director
for networks including Discovery
Internatienal, PBS, ABC, CBS, FOX, NBC,
CBCand the TV Guide Channel.
She later served as Director of
Communications and Development for
a crucial interfaith non-profit agency
which resettles refugees and violence
survivors from around the world.
Witnessing the intense suffering of
countless people, she went on o co-
found the Pan-African Association,
which has enabled tens of thousands of
survivors of war, hunger, genocide,
persecution, and torture from across
the world to survive and thrive for over
17 years.
Later in her career. she served as a
Director and United Nations Relations
Manager for a large international
nonprofit, often working within the UN

Secretariat, World Bank and IMF on
issues including water scarcity, world
hunger, climate change, education,
HIV/AIDS, conflict resolution, disaster
risk reduction and response, and
women's rights. She also helped
spearhead anti-poverty campaigns in
the United States, Africa and Asia.

Her goal over the past decade was to
help develop a new NGO which would
bring the leaders of all faiths together -
from the ground level to the United
Nations level - to create meaningful
change. That orpanization, the Global
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The URI Global Council is pleased to announce the new Imenm Executive Director®

e

Introducing Swamini Adityanda Saraswatl

Dr. Fr James Channan OF Hu‘:g:nal staff URI Pakistan and all CC Eﬂmdsnamrs.send_ their best wishes and cooperation

Interfaith WASH Alliance, was launched
at UNICEF World Headquarters, in
partnership with UNICEF, the
Government of the Netherlands, and
USAID. She was responsible for its
strategic plans, development,
partnerships, fundraising, and
programs.

“I am deeply proud of URI, which ['ve
served for seven years as a Global

Trustee, and salute the grand and
powerful vision of its Founder and

President, Bishop William E Swing and
the leadership of Global Chair, Kiran
Bali, MBE |P, and the URI Global Council.
It will also be a wonderful honor to
work with URI's compassionate and
very dedicated staff, volunteers and
friends. | feel humbled and inspired as |
now dedicate myself to this new role as
a servant to URI's great and noble
cause.” Said Swamini Adityananda.

Regional coordinator URI Pakistan Dr.
Fr James Channan OP ,Reginal staff URI
Pakistan and all CC Coordinators send
their best wishes and cooperation to
new director Swamini Adityananda and
look forward for the best interfaith
harmony efforts under her esteemed

banner.

We will create, positive|impactsionioursaciety,throughour: interfaith|actions

| URI|Interfaithimeetinglat{Global|Mission/Awareness!URIICC
Marqus|Fida\was the host/Asher;Nazir; gave!a brief introduction|of URI|Pakistan

O n 30" March, 2021 URI Interfaith
meeting was held at the office of
Global Mission Awareness URI CC at
Lahor. Marqus Fida URI CC Coordinator
Global Mission Awareness was the host,
He welcomed Syed Mehmood Ghaznavi
Chairman Pakistan Peace Committee,
Mr. Asher Nazir Executive Secretary URI
Pakistan, Coordinator COPE Pakistan

CC and MrShahbaz Khan URI CC
Coordinator Tehreek Taraque - e

Insaniat. Asher Nazir gave a brief
introduction of UR] Pakistan Mehmood
Ghaznavi said, | am happy to see URI
Pakistan working among the different
religions to promote peace and

2 UMANG

interfaith harmony in
Pakistan. He said the
Peace Committee
Pakistan wants to work
together and show the
positive face of Pakistan
to the World. URI
Pakistan team said to Mr |

Mehmood Ghaznavi, we

are thankful you visited

us and we shared our

activities with one

another. We hope that with better

understanding we will create positive

impacts on our society through our

interfaith actions. This will be a great

contribution to promote peace and
interfaith harmony among different

retlgl;umln Pakistan.
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President Arif Al sau‘l the government believed in an emergmg Pamstan with peace : and harmun:.- arm}ng p&nple with all rﬂhgmns
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International|Religious Freedom and|Rights[of{Minorities(Conference

.ﬁ._llEmlﬁd by Pir Hnmul Haq Qadri,' Shunila Ruth, Anuruulia Hannndra .ﬂyﬂsha Hhalﬂ Elshﬂp Hurn|:rhr1::.r Serfraz Peter,

I nternational Religious Freedom
and Rights of Minorities
Conference was held on 20"
February, 2021 at President House
Islamabad, Pakistan. Hosted by the
Presidency. The event was attended
. by Minister for Religious Affairs Pir
Noorul Haq Qadri, Parliamentary
Secretary Shunila Ruth, and
European Union Ambassador to
Pakistan Androulla Kaminara.
Besides, Member of the US
Democratic Central State
Committee Ayesha Khan, Bishop
Humphrey Serfraz Peter, Fr. James
Channan OF Regional Coordinator
URI Pakistan, Maulana Abdul Khabir
Azad, Pir Shafat Rasool, Mr. llyas
Masih vice president All Neighbors
International U5A and
Implementation of Minority Rights
Forum Chairman Samuel Payara
also addressed the moot attended
by representatives of the minority
communities and international
organizations, religious scholars
and Bishops.

The president said there could be
accidents and incidents attempting
to create disharmony but the nation
would fight those very promptly,
adding it was a continuous struggle
to maintain peace. He said laws
existed in the West about protection
of certain ideas such as Holocaust,
the violation of which created
disharmony. President Arif Alvi said
the government believed in an

UMANG

emerging Pakistan with
peace and harmony
among people with all
religions, faiths and
colors merged into the
ideals of peace and
prosperity. To label the
entire religion in a
different mannerand to
start taking
precautions against the
entire community
sparks the fact that if
not now, it will have very bad
repercussions in the next 10 years.
Minister Noorul Hag Qadri said the
country's religion of majority
population and the Constitution
guaranteed protection of rights of
minorities.
EU Ambassador Androulla
Kaminara said the EU would
continue to partner with Pakistan in
promoting development and
religious harmony under the EU-Pak
Strategic Engagement 2019. She
said schools and universities could
promote religious tolerance, adding
EU in Pakistan would collaborate for
a positive change in the lives of
people.
Fr. James Channan OP shared in his
views that today is a historic day in
Pakistan as people of different
religions, cultures and nations have
gathered in Islamabad to participate
in the international conference on
the theme of "International
= Religious Freedom and
{ Rights of Minorities
4 Conference”. It so
wonderful to see that
scholars and religious
sl leaders have gathered
{ from many countries. |
jadmire our
government which is
very committed to
promote religious
freedom and

safeguard the rights of religious

minorities. It has established
Ministry for Interfaith Harmony at
Federal level with Honorable Peer
Noor-ul Haq Qadri, Federal Minister
for Interfaith Harmony. There is also
Commission of Minorities at federal
level and Ms. Shunila Ruth MNA is
member of that commission.

Mr. Samuel Payara Chairman
Minority Rights Forum talked on
United Nation declaration on the
Rights of Minorities that every
country has national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities
within its borders.

The Minority Rights Declaration
established that States have an
obligation to acknowledge and
promote the rights of minorities to
enjoy their own cultures and
identities, to profess and practice
their own religions and use their
own languages.

Many Interfaith leaders (Hindu,
Sikh, Christian, Muslims)
participated in this International
conference from the different
provinces of Pakistan as Sindh,
Punjab and DrBadar Munir, Mr
Sohail Ahmad Raza, Fr.Tuafiq Younis
OP Assistant Director Peace Center,
Mr. Asher Nazir Executive Secretary
URI Pakistan participated in this
conference.

JANUARY,TO/MARCH{2021
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Delegation comprised Fr”James Channan OP.Gibran Masih Gill ! Fr4Tufique Younis OP.and Mr‘Asher, Nazir

Peopleifrom/allireligiousifaithsishould\work
harder\for promotion/ofiinter=faithiharmony

Christian delegation discusses minority, affairs with Senator, A* Rehman Malik

delegation of Christian

theologians and activists
headed by Fr. James Channan OP,
Director, Peace Center & Regional
Coordinator URI Pakistan called on
Senator A Rehman Malik, former
interior minister and PPP senior
leader at his residence on 23" Feb
2021 and discussed minority
affairs in Pakistan.
The delegation condoled with him
on the death of his sister in Lahore
and prayed for the departed soul,
The delegation comprised Fr. James
Channan OP, former Adviser to
Pope John Paul 11, Gibran Masih Gill,
Fr. Tufique Younis OP, Assistant
Director, Peace Center and Mr.
Asher Nazir, Executive Secretary,
URI Pakistan. Senator A Rehman
Malik urged that people from all
religious faiths should work harder
for promotion of inter-faith
harmony as India is spreading
propaganda against Pakistan for
minority persecution.
He said that there is no religious
discrimination in Pakistan as
people of all faiths had the freedom
in teaching, practicing, worshiping
and celebrating their faiths and
festivals. He said that the Indian
propaganda against Pakistan for
religious discrimination must stop
as under the flag of Pakistan we all
[faiths) are one and united.”

He said that Christians had played a
fundamental role in Pakistan
making and have rendered
exemplary services and sacrifices
for the country's betterment. He
applauded the services of Fr. James
Channan, OP and said that he has
been defending and advocating the
interest of Pakistan to negate the
Indian malicious propaganda
against Pakistan. He said that Fr.
James has played a role of bridge
between government and Christian
community while working with
Shehbaz Bhatti who sacrificed his
life while fighting against
terrorism. Fr. James Channan, OP
showed his resolve to continue his
work for Pakistan especially in
projecting its soft image across the
world adding that India is the worst
religious freedom violator where
minorities are being victimized on
a daily basis.

Senator A. Rehman Malik assured
his entire support to promote
interfaith harmony and protect the
rights of minorities in Pakistan.
Senator Rehman Malik Urges FATF
President to Remove Pakistan from
Grey List

He said that FATF should also take
serious notice of India for terror
financing and money laundering as
1515 is rapidly spreading in India to
be used against Pakistan. He
appealed US President Joe Biden to
recognize Pakistan's countless
sacrifices in war on terror and
withdraw its complaint in FATF
against Pakistan.

Fr. James Channan, OP presented
his books to Senator A. Rehman
Malik. Mr. Asher Nazir, Executive
Secretary, URI Pakistan presented
the latest newsletter of URI UMANG
to him.




On\Women' 5 F’r:ahtmal PBFTIEI;JEIIGH Child Sexual ﬁhuses and Gender; Role! E:-:change

International Womens Day/and Theatre|Festival at PIUAC

Recognizing the valuable contribution|of,women for, their, empowerment organized by, Chanan

Recognizing the valuable
contribution of women for

 their empowerment and Theater

Festival 2021 was organized by
CHANAN on 7" March, 2021. The
theme of the Festival was "Safe
Women Safe Society. CHANAN
theater teams performed theater
on Women's Political Participation,
Child Sexual Abuses and Gender
Role Exchange. A good number of
civil society representatives,
government, media and women
participated in this event.
Community mobilizers were
acknowledged with shields while

the guests were
acknowledged
with a gift of
Ajrak. Audience
appreciated the
ideas and its
presentation.
Special thanks
to theater
performers,
Shirkat Gah, ECHD, PILAC,
Community Mobilizers and SAFE
partners who made this day
unforgettable. Mr. Faisal llyas
attended the program and was
presented a gift of Ajrak to honor

the guests. He said Women are
integral part of society; their
contribution is remarkable, now it
is time to respect and accept all
women along with their prime
importance in all walks oflife.

Special message of Maria Crespo forthis event was also played during the ceremony :

A/grand celebration of International Women's: Day

Members of URI CCs, participated and presented d fabulous program of peace center

grand celebration of
International Women's Day
was organized in Lahore, Pakistan
on 8" of March, 2021. It this
impressive program has about 80
women, mostly members of URI CCs,
participated and presented a
fabulous program which included;
tableaus, singing, musical chairs,
dancing and speeches. The issues of
women in Pakistan were also
highlighted and our government
urged to address those issues.
On the other hand names of several
women who have earned
international fame in the many fields
such as; armed forces, politics,
judiciary, music, poetry, writings,
drama, films, anchors of TV
. channels, analysts, Medical Doctors,
nurses, social media, and those who
are fighting for the rights of women
were mentioned.
It was a very cultural, interesting,
and informative and women
empowering event, in which all
women part:npated :ictwlfl], for
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example dance perlﬂrmames
singing competition, beauty contest,
views sharing, musical chair and
acknowledgment of women
participation in all fields.

URI CC Peace Hope Pakistan also
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welcomed three young girls as
members to join the URI Community.
Fr. James Channan OP gave them
certificates arranged by Mr. Faisal
llyas URlI CC Coordinator. New
members were warmly welcomed as
Ms. Shiphra Shareem, Ms Memona
Latif and Ms Sadaf Naseem joined
the URI Global family.

Special message of Maria Crespo for
this event was also played during the
ceremony and it was highly
appreciated. This event was
organized by URI Pakistan and Peace




Cépatfi_ty Building_and 5u}a

reness workshoplofiyouth

Respect and accept the differences for peaceful co-existence '

Proud Pakistani's Foundation organized'training withithe Suppont of ARROW

P roud Pakistani's Foundation
; organized three days training
with the Support of the Asian
Pacific Resource and Research
centre for women(ARROW) in
collaboration with Office of the
Special Assistant to Chiel Minister
Punjab on Youth Affairs and Sports
Department on "Capacity Building
and awareness workshop of youth
from 15 to 17 February, 2021. Mr.
Wajid Malik and team arranged
different meaningful sessions.
Different passionate, young
trainers facilitated the sessions; Mr.

Mohsin Khan, Mr. Faisal llyas, Ms

Imtisal Fatima,
Mr. Sajjad Baghi,
Mr. Faisal Shah,
Ms Mahnoor
Alee, Etaas
Sandhu, Ms
Zanaya
Chaudhary and
Mr. Muneebh
Sohail. All of
these are S
passionate to
empower to become positive
change makers in society.

Mr. Faisal llvas successfully
conducted a session with Youth
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joined from various backgrounds
on "Acceptance of differences
(Religious, Geo-political, Cast,
Color, gender and creed etc) to
bring peace in society”.

URI Pakistan CC, Peace Hope Pakistan and Community World Service organized

Awareness Session on Job Quota for Minorities in Pakistan
how we can avail the 5 % Job Quota to obtain the government jobs

n 21st March, 2021, URI

Pakistan CC, Peace Hope
Pakistan and Community World
Service organized an awareness
session for Christian minority,
who are approximately 2 percent
of the total population of Pakistan.
The group was facilitated, how we
can avail the 5 % Job Quotta to
obtain the government jobs. The
venue was Christ Church, Saddar
Cantt, Lahore. Member of Peace
Hope Pakistan, Rev Edgar Irfan

coordinated the
activity. He warmly
welcomed the
honorable guests;
Advocate Sumera
Shafiqgue, Dr. Ayra
Inderyas, Adv.
Zahid Nazir, Ms
Kinza Sohail School
Principal and Mr
Faisal llyas
Executive Director
Peace Hope

Pakistan.

The speakers guided the
community to avail the set 5%
Qutta for minorities, The speakers
suggested that youth should apply
for government jobs to become
the part of mainstream and for the
better and sustainable future. May
our upcoming generations will
see the good days soon.

o



P aras welfare CC visited some
places in Distt Kasur and saw
' the miserable condition of the
families that Covid has affected. It
was heart-breaking to see the
people and their conditions. Many
didn't have the food
Recently before the Easter the CC
started to distribute the food
package to the 200 families on 4 to
5 different villages, brick factories

o eat.

Miserable condition of the familiesithat/Covid has|affected _
F00d Packages were aiven withoutiany differencelofiRace or|Religion

Paras welfare CC visited someiplaces!inDistt{Kasur
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and places.

The food packages were given
without any difference of race or
religion. It was all done on the bases
of humanity.

The food packages were disturbed
on the Thursday 30" March 2021.
The people who received the help

were very happy and thankhul to
every single person who donated it
The CC encourages all who can
share something with those who
don't have anything .Because this is
the right time to help others.By
helping those who are in need we
can promote interfaith harmony.

Sr Sabina Rifat encouraged people to be mindful of each other during this difficult time of covid -19

A New: Year Interfaith Program

The Helping Hands CC organized with the cooperation of {Abundant Life Church New Bhani

harigpur Sharif is 53 KM

away f[rom Lahore. The
Helping Hands CC organized a New
Year interfaith program with the
cooperation of Abundant Life
Church New Bhani Shargpur Sharit
District Sheikhupura on 1 Jan. A
great number of men,women and
children attended the programm.
' Aaron and Mishal distributed New
| Year gifts amongchildren.
Sr Sabina Rifat Coordinator Women
Wing U.R.l Pakistan who is abeacon
and pride for the women and youth
participated in the event online and

struggle. She encouraged people to
be mindful of each other during this
difficult time of covid -19. She sent
her blessings for the New
Year2021.

Peace Council Pakistan and
Interfaith Dialogue Pakistan),
Hassan Nagi and Noor Fatima
participated in program from
Lahore. Interfaith prayers were
offered toan end of covid-19.




Hebrew App

to learn the e
Bible Language ' A w

Fr. Dr. James Channan OP congratulated Moses Julius and his entire team

F r.Dr. James Channan OPsaid "l also Mainstream Christianity University) were invited to this
congratulate Moses Juliusand leadership Prof Dr. 5aleem Younis program. Short documentary on
his entire team for developing the (GTS), Dr. Qaiser Julius (OTS) and the "History of Hebrew language in
Mobile App to learn the Hebrew Prof. Tony William (Punjab Pakistan"was played.

language. God bless you all” On 6"
February, 2021 Moses Julius
organized a launching ceremony ol
Hebrew Mobile Application
Software to learn the Hebrew
language with the help of Cell-
phones. People will learn and
Understand Hebrew language in a |
very simple method. The dignities
were invited, including Roman
Catholic Church leadership Fr. |
Emmanuel Asi Executive Secretary
Catholic Bible Commission.

Fr. James Channan OP along with o
Mr. Asher Nazir, Mr. Faisal Ilyas and ,

To promote common witness in work for,mission and evangelism, engage in Christian service

otriving for.visible iunity inione faith/and one Eucharisticifellowship

Ecumenical)Youth Council members organized the first planning meeting

E cumenical Youth Council

members organized first 5y ' g

planning meeting on 11° January, | 4 [ \ = m ’
2021 at Ecumenical Commission of [k ) e L & -
Human Development office. Mr. '
Faisal llvas as the Coordinator for
the council said, 'In accordance
with the decisions the Ecumenical

' Youth Council in Pakistan, we are

striving for visible unity in one faith

and one Eucharistic fellowship, to

promote common witness in work  hyman need. Breaking down the integrity of creation, and

for mission and evangelism, engage harriers between people, seeking [ostering renewal in unity, worship,
in Christian service by serving justice and peace and upholding mission,andservice.




r. James Channan OP along

with Fr. Taufiq Younas OF
- Assistant Director Peace Center,
Mufti Ashiq Hussain Chairman New
Century Maddrissa, Muallana Asim
Makhdom, Maulana Arif Chishti,
Maulana Dr Badar Munir, Suhail
Ahmad Raza, Mr. Faisal llyas and Mr.
Asher Nazir joined the Hazara
Community in this difficult time on

Fr. James C h’nm;'ln () P’ along with Fr.,Taufiq Younas, Mufti J‘J.qh|q Huqﬁﬂm Muallana r!u.qam Makhdom,
Maulana Arif Chishti Maulana Dr. Badar Munir, Suhail’Ahmad Raza, "\-1[' qu’al liynq and Mr.'Asher Nazir

Interfaith/Delegation joined/HazaralGommunity/Protest

Fr. James Channan OP, addressed the protestors against the Quetta inhuman incident

9" January 2021 on Mall Road
opposite of governor house.

Fr. James Channan OP addressed the
protestors against the Quetta
inhuman incident and killing of 11
men of Hazara Community, he said
"we all are human beings and
murder of one human being is the
murder of whole humanity
according to Islamic teachings. All of
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the protestors were family
members of the victims enduring a
freezing temperature of minus nine.
They only appealed for a visit by
Prime Minister Imran Khan to share
their pain and ensure the future
satety of our community, the leader
of Hazara political workers told. We
strongly condemn the brutality in
Quetta”,

Hisifuneral riteitookiplaceiat Holy'Rosary Priory Ehureh\Warispura Eaisalabad
Fr. Thomas/Bhatti OP, Rest in eternal peace

URI extends PI‘.:I}'EF‘.:.-. for'theientire/DominicanOrder'in/Pakistan.

I t is sad news to share with you
that Fr Thomas Bhatti OF, a
Dominican Friar passed away on
6" January, 2021 at the age of 69.
He was at home in Okara at chak
13 for Christmas holidays. He was
the younger brother of late Fr.
Rehmat Raja OP. Fr. Thomas Bhatti
OF was born on 12" March 1952,

{ Professed on
3" September
1974 and was
Ordained
Priest on 9"
April 1980,

His funeral
rite took
place at Holy

Rosary Priory Church Warispura
Faisalabad on Thursday 7"
January 2021 at 11.00AM. URI
extends Prayers for his soul to rest
in peace and consolation be
granted to his immediate family
and the entire Dominican Order in
Pakistan.

Dr Sohail Ahmad Raza; MrFaisal llyas, Allama Sayed Gulam'Abbas Sharazi and other joined the panel

FASTING/CONGEPT/INIDIFFERENT/RELIGIONS

Rev. Samuel Nawab organized ﬂwareness Seminar,on the Concept of Fasting

ev. Samuel Nawab organized

an Awareness Seminar on
| the Concept of Fasting according
to various religions on 7" March,
2021 at St. Thomas Church, Niaz
Baig Tohkar, Raiwind Diocese. He
invited interfaith leaders; Dr
Sohail Ahmad Raza from Minhaj
University, Mr. Faisal llyas from
Peace Center, .H.]I.lmrj Sayed Gulam

Abbas Sharazi
from Ahl-e-bait
Imosque and
et | other joined the
panel. All
interfaith leaders
nicely shared
their thoughts
fand taught their
communities.
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Mr. Faisal Tlyas shared "Fasting is the
one way lo connect your spirit to God
Almighty for the strength of faith, it
does not work alone, Charity,
forgiveness, prayer, care and help the
helpless are very important deeds to
implement the faith. Let us serve the
humanity to get the divine reward
from God Almighty”.
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Pope Fancisvisits

S ince armiving in Baghdad on
Sth March, Pope Franas has
called for an end to violence and
exirvmism and snd that Ireg's
dwindling Chrsthan community
should have a more prominent
robe as dlizens with lull rights,
frecdoms and responsibilitics

in a highly symbolic meeling
with the Grand Avatodlah Ali al
Sistani in the holy city of Najal.
ihe Pope echoed this message,

saying that Christians should be
able to live in peace and security
like all other Iraqis

Heferring to the historie region
of Mesopotamia, which covered
much ol modern lrag including
Mosul, Pope Francis said: "How
cruel it is that this country, the
cradle of cwvilisation, should
have wlllicled h?, % il
barbarous a blow, with ancient
places of worship destroyed and
many (housands of people -
Muslims, Christians, Yazidis and
others - lorcibly disploced or
o lbead.,

“Today, however, we reaffirm
our conviction thot fraternity
iIs more durable than

bheren

- M -

regions/ofilraq once held by, Islamic
A'Strong Message of InterfaithiHarmony/and|Human!Care!
The'Pope Francis visited parts of northern!lraq/once held byiIslamic'State militants

State;to/give

fratricide, that hope is more
powerful than hatred, that
pecace more powerful than

war,’

Audivoces with the reclus ive W)
ycar old spiritual
milions of Shia Muslims are
rare, but he received the Pope
for around 50 minuteg, the pair
talking without face masks

lcader of

The Pope then vigited the site of
- ¥
PER , %
g

L)

'

. —

]

.

the ancient city of Ur believed to
be the birthplace ol the Prophel
Abraham, who Is revered in
Judalsm, Christianity and Islam
irag has been wracked by
u*.'l;_;lm.'i and sectarian vialenee,
both against minorities and
belween Shia and Sunni
Muslims oo

Many Christians have MNed
ahroad to cicape the violence
that has plagued the country

since the US-led invasion In
2003 that ousted Saddam
Hussein

A US state department report
on religious freedom in lrag in
2019 found that Christians, as
woell ag Sunnli
complained of harassment ot
checkpoints by Shia security
forces and some discriminaton
inaducation

Muslims,
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