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125-B, Pak Arab Housing Scheme,
" Ferozepur Road,Lahore \
Land line: 042-3592-4513

. Cell: 0300-6961022
E-mail: uripakumang@gmail.com

~ www. uripakistan.org
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Peace Center Lahore and United
Religions Initiative Pakistan
organized an event to celebrate

International Day of Peace with the set
. theme of the year by United Nations
,Climate Action for Peace, at Peace
Center Hall, on 21" September, 2019,
Fr. James Channan OP Director Peace
Center and Regional Coordinator
Pakistan invited many honorable

Pakistan. Fr. Younis Shahzad OP, Vice
Provincial Dominicans in Pakistan,
presided over the program. There were
many distingmsh guests Maulana
"'I.?_'u.l’:m'r Ahid Chairman Interfaith
| Peace & Harmony Network in
Pakistan, Fr. Patrick Peter OP Student

Master at Ihn-e-Mariam House,
Kanwal Feroze writer and poet, Mr,

Sohail Ahmad Raza Director Interfaith

guests from different cities of

- -\

m

g

Department at Minha) Universities,
Dr. Munawar Chand Chairman
Krishna Mandir and Hindu Leader,
Mr. sman Interfaith promoter,
Saeed-ur-Rehman Saddigi from Azad
Kashmir, Ahmad Hussain URI CC
coordinators and many others.

Program started with planting of a
tree in the garden and later interfaith
prayers offered for the world peace

Venuve: Pesce Cemler Labare, Pakisian
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Fr. Younis Shahzad OP, Vice Provincial Dominicans presided over the program
Climate Action for Peace: International Day of Peace Celebrations
Planting of a tree in the garden and interfaith prayers offered for the world peace
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and protection of our Mother Earth
through protecting our environment.
Sr.Sabina Rifat URI Women
Coordinator warmly welcomed the
honorable guests for jomming the
celebration. All eminent guests were
requested to come forward for
beaming the Peace Candle to glow
throughout the program. Mr. Faisal
flvas Executive Secretary Peace
Center the Earth
Song of Late Michael Jackson:
“What about sunrise, what about
rain....” a famous Earth Song, giving
a message to save our habitat, nature
all around. The video created a great
impact to realize the destruction
made by us! Unfortunately, root
causes are cutting trees, pollution of
many kinds, responsible of climate
change and making our Earth crying

Lahore showed



In pain.

Fr. Dr. James Channan OP delivered a
mind changing speech from

destructive to constructive behavior ot

human bemgs. He said “Unmited Nation
has sct the theme for this year to
celebrate International Day of Peace
as Climate Action for Peace; we are
promoting this theme and SDGs no. 13
Climate Action and no. 16 Peace,
Justice & strong institutions.

Fr. Younis Shahzad OP, said 1
extremely happy to see all the
arrangements to celebrate 37"
International Day of Peace with very
needful theme:; Climate Action for
Peace. I invite all peace promoters to
join us for peace building .Dominicans
in Pakistan arc supporting the agenda,
to protect environment through
peaceful measures.

Secretary General United Nations Mr.
| Antonio Guterres's video message was

dlTl

- -
played to know the action towards
better of our environment.

Ms Zara Pervaiz URI CC
Coordinator Light of Hope
organization read the Urdu

translation of the wvideo message.
Dominican sung a beautiful song of
peace to involve the audience and
gave a message of peace. The song
was “Make me a channel of Peace™.

Saeed-ur-Rehman Saddigi from Azad
Kashmir, Mufti Ashiq Hussain as an
and Muslim

interfaith promoter

religious scholar, Allama Zubair Abid

il
Religious Scholar, Mr Osman
Saduldeen URI CC Sudanese

Community Pakistan from
[slamabad, Kanwal Feroze poet and
writer, shared their powerful views
on climate promotion, Kashmir cause
and to promote interfaith harmony.
Fr. Dr. James Channan OP delivered
a thank you note and one by one
showed great respect for their
valuable participation.

Mr Faisal Illlyas encouraged and
appreciated the staff members of
Peace Center and URI Pakistan.

New CC Coordinators received their URI' GC approval certificates
Fr. Dr. James Channan OP deiwered a thank ynu note and one by one showed great respect

Four new CC Coordinators received
their URT CC approval certificates; 1-
Ms. Kiran Igbal Coordinator for
ROLE CC Multan, Pakistan, 2-
Mr. Taswar Younis Gill Coordinator
for STAR CC Faisalabad, Pakistan, 3-
Naveed Hameed Coordinator for Faiz
Resource Foundation Lahore,
Pakistan and 4- Mr.Osman Saduldeen
Coordinator for Sudanese Community
Pakistan CC. Mr. Jibran Masih (Gll
received certificate as a Member CC
Islamabad.

Mr Taswar Younis URI CC
Coordinator said “We have to promote
tolerance, peace and love to support
| the agenda of the event, [ also
® congratulate to the whole team for
arranging and inviting us today. He
also showed gratitude for Mr. Asher
Nazir and Sr Rifat for
presenting a token of love and
appreciating their selfless services for
URI Pakistan.™

Sabina
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URI Pakistan organized youth program
with the title of Peace-building and
harmony: Through Interfaith Dhalogue on
23rd June, 2019 at E — library Hall Sport
Complex Faisalabad. In this youth
program 45 youth members participated
from different universitics and colleges
form different religions as: Christian,
Muslim and Sikh. URI Pakistan
organized this youth program with the
collaboration of Star organization,
WAKE CC and COPE Pakistan CC.
Interfaith prayers were offered at the
beginning. Mr. Taswar Younis Gill
welcomed the participants and to URI
Regional Staft Mr. Asher Nazir Executive
Secretary and Sr. Sabina Rifat URI
Women Wing Coordinator Pakistan. Mr.
Asher Nazir gave the introduction of URI
Pakistan. He thanked the participants who
came on time. The hall was packed with
youth. After introduction through a media
presentation he shared the vision, mission
and goals of URL, that, when. why, how,
with and where URIT is working. In 1995,
the United Nation invited Bishop Swing
to host a large interfaith service for their
50th anniversary. He asked himself, “If
the nations of the world are working™
together for peace through the UN, then
where the world’s religions are?

“Since then, thousands of people from
different cultures and perspectives have
shared their vision and worked together to
create URL United Religions Initiative,
What emerged was an inclusive Charter
that provides a unique, grassroots-based
structure and set of principles for action
on behalf of the common good connecting
people across religions and cultures in the
service of peace and justice. With the
signing of the Charter the global URI
organization was bom on June 26, 2000,

Julyto;Septemberi2019
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Through love and accept once with/respect weican|play a positive role
Peace-building and harmony: Through Interfaith Dialogue

ex Fais

URI'Pakistan organized Youth'training/in library Hall Sport'Compl

Past and present, URT 15 co-created by
resourceful staff, committed trustees,
Regional Coordinators and staff,
passionate Cooperation Circle
Coordinators and volunteers, generous
donors and a growing global network of
visionaries and community organizer. He
said that globally URT is working with
1013 interfaith Cooperation Circles in
108 countries and together we are
promoting Peace and Interfaith harmony
among different religions,

Sr.Sabina Rifat said URI's Preamble,
Purposc and Principles are the
foundation tenets of our Charter and our
global network. She read the Preamble
:We, people of diverse religions, spiritual
expression and indigenous traditions
throughout the world, herby establish the
United Religions Initiative to promote
enduring, daily interfaith cooperation, to
end religiously motivated violence and to
create cultures of peace, justice and
healing for the Earth and all living
being”. Principles of URI in Urdu
translation were read one by one by
participants for more clarity of URI
working among different religions. She
introduced regional and global
lcadership of URI to youth and told about
their keen interest in the formation of
young people. Sr.5abina Rifat was the

alabad

i

facilitator .She talked to interfaith youth
on Peace building and Harmony through
Interfaith Dialogue. She divided all
participants in five groups and gave
questions to share in groups. After this
exercise groups came back with details
presentations that as interfaith youth how
they can promote peace and harmony in
their home, university, college and
socicty. They said it can be done by :
understanding what 1s peace, to
acknowledge and respect differences in
cultures, faiths and values. The objective
of this training was to develop youth’s
awareness of diverse cultures and in so
doing promote the development of
positive attitudes in all youths towards
our ethnic diversity as one people. Mr.
Taswar Gill Director of Star Foundation
Faisalabad said because of URI Pakistan
today many young girls and boys arc
participating in this training . He said that
I appreciate  Sr. Sabina Rifat and Mr.
Asher Nazir for their presence and
sharing with  youth that how we can
promote peace and interfaith harmony n
our society. He also appreciated E-library
staff because for their participation to
know and facilitate how we can promote
peace in Pakistan,

Sr. Sabina Rifat said that I am much
impressed with the participation and
knowledge of youth about peace and
mterfaith harmony by their impressive
presentations. Through love and accept
once with respect we can play a positive
role to promote peace and interfaith
harmony. We can make this world heaven
if we love and care others as God loves us.
Mr. Asher Nazir shared that URI Pakistan
is creating awareness in youth about
diverse cultures and religions. The call to
be peacemaker 1s far bigger than
resolving arguments, being kind,
cooperating and compromising.

-
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Peace Center Lahore organized
Christian Faith Formation Seminar for
youth. Christian youth came from
different backgrounds to attend the
seminar on 18th September, 2019, Fr.
Dr. James Channan OP Director Peace
Center Lahore and Fr. Patrick Peter OP
Student Master, Ibn-e-Mariam
Formation House gave wvery
comprehensive lectures that how we
|| can practice our Christian Faith while
| facing many challenges as minority in
. Pakistan. Mr. Faisal Ilyas Executive

8 Sccretary Peace Center Lahore
- facilitated workshop "Challenges of
Christian youth and practicality of

Ecumenical Commission for Human
Development (ECHD) organized five
days training program named as
YATRA (Youth in Action into
Transtormation for Religious Amity)
on 28" July to 3" August, 2019 at Saint
John Retreat and Training Center,
Dunga Gali, KPK — Pakistan. Mr,
James Rehmat, Executive Director
ECHD invited young Christian youth
from four major denominations that
are Catholics, Church of Pakistan,
Salvation Army and Presbyterian from
the Sindh and Punjab provinces. There
were 30 male and female participants.
Introductory session was very
informative in which the areas where
ECHD 1s working and transforming
the lives of the people were
introduced.
Mr. Ehtasham Ravi and Amir Amjad
 discussed about rehigious tolerane and
i o8 acccptanccmwardsmhcrs
., | Mr. Murtaza explained the basics of
" religion Islam. He said that 1 know
~ Islam and other religions are good but

Julyto;Septemberi2019
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faith". There were around 50 yc}ung
boys and girls who shared their bitter
experiences and learning's from the
programs. All participants were
excited and determined to execute

sometime in certain situations religion
or religious representatives played
very negative role, even in this
modern age we have many examples.
There are three divisions of society;
Science — Philosophy and Religion.
We should understand the things with
their etymology/origin to have their

i

Fr. Dr. James ChannaniOP gave lectures

Christian Faith Formation Seminar for youth

how we can|practice our Christian Faith while facmg many challenges as minority

E‘hnstlan Faith in Pakistan and
elsewhere in the world. Fr. Dr. James

channan explained the importance of
mterfaith dialogue to the participants.

Mr. James Rehmat, invited young Christian youth from four major denominations

Youth in Action into Transformation for Religious amity

Ecumenical Commission for Human Development (ECHD) organized five days training program

best use.
Pastor Robin Qamar and Mr. Jamshaid
gill explained the depth of our
character and prophetic mission.

Mr. Naveed Hameed taught to make a
video with the mobile to tell the story.
Rev Fr. Cecil Paul OMI,

Laudato Si' a letter from The Pope; He

shared

| shared important and most relevant

points with participants regarding the
care of Mother Earth, Civic Sense,
guidelines for saving the nature, Eco-
Justice and present ecology crises. Mr.
James Rehmat and teams' valuable
efforts were appreciated much.

-
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On Tuesday 24th September, 2019 a
3.8-magnitude earthquake struck
southern Mirpur district of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). At least
25 persons, including women and
children, dead and around 400 others
injured many of them seriously,
officials said. “The quake was 10km
deep and felt in most of Punjab and
some parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
However, the worst hit was Mirpur
district of Azad Kashmir,” Chief
Meteorologist Mohammad Riaz was
’ quoted by TV channels as saying.
-~ Mr.Saeed -ur - Rehman Siddigue URI
" CC Coordinator Peace Groups of
Journalists Muzaffarabad Azad
Kashmir visited the affected arcas with
his members and to help the people to
reach hospitals. He told to URI
Pakistan Regional office 12 persons
had died either on way to or at the
Divisional Head-quarters Hospital,
Mirpur, while around 13 had lost their
lives in different wvillages between
Jatlan and Khari Sharif within the
jurisdiction of Afzalpur and Mangla
police stations. Of the injured persons,
150 were retained at the DHQ
Hospital, five shifted to CMH Mangla
and as many to CMH Rawalpindi. The
rest had been sent home after
necessary treatment. He said the

Celebration of Global Week #ACT45DGs.

two youth orgamizations [ECP & YGA and
organized "Interfaith Youth Conference on
Peace and Education” on 28th September
2019 at Maulana Zafar Ali Khan Trust,
Lahore-Pakistan. The event started with
the introduction of SDGs #1, Quality
Education & SDGs#16, Peace, Justice &
Strong Institutions. Mr. Faisal Ilyas
B Executive Director Peace Hope Pakistan
. gave the introduction of SDGs & event.
 The representatives of these organizations
briefly introduced their core operational
arcas. Mujtaba Saqib the Executive

Julyto;Septemberi2019
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cellular phone service and electricity
supply in rural areas had been
suspended due to which people were
unable to contact their near and dear
ones immediately The quake had also
caused breaches in Upper Jhelum
canal at different points from where
water had spilled over to adjacent
arcas. However, 95 per cent of the
canal water was diverted to River
Jhelum. Two bridges over the canal
had been badly damaged, he said,
adding that the road running parallel
to the canal had ecither sunk or
developed wide cracks. Within an
hour of the tragedy, Director General
of the Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Maj Gen Asif Ghafoor said in
a tweet that the Army Chief had

.

In2005, overall deaths were more than 73,000 as parts of neighboring KP province were alsol hit by that earthquake

Earthquake shakes AJK, Punjab & KP; 25 killed in Mirpur |

[t's the second major earthquake to have hit' AJK in two decades

directed immediate rescuc operation
in aid of civil administration for the
victims of the ecarthquake in AJK.
Army troops with aviation and
medical support teams. It’s the second
major carthquake to have hit AJK in
two decades. Earlier in 2005, more
than 46,000 people were killed in
northern districts of AJK, mainly
Muzattarabad, atter being hit by a 7.6-
magnitude carthquake. The overall
deaths were more than 73,000 as parts
of neighboring KP province were also
hit by that carthquake. However,
southern AJK districts, including
Kotli, Mirpur and Bhimber, had
remained unaffected by the 2005
earthquake.

Peace Hope Pakistan collaborated with IECP & YGA and organized
Interfaith Youth Conference on Peace & Education

Director of ICEP moderated the panel and Azam. Mr. Salman maan and the Chief

Peace Hope Pakistan collaborated with invited Mr. Salman Abid, Mr. Mansoor Guest, Fr. Dr. James Channan OP

discussed the above mentioned
goals and their words were true
enlightening! The audience
were encouraged to ask
questions at the end and 1t
concluded with a thank you note
by Mr. Fahad Shahbaz President
YGA. Peace Hope Pakistan
whole teams were T-shirts and
raised slogans to support the
agenda.

All were happily sharing that
they really enjoyed.

st |
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Underprivileged young girls’ to feel self-confident and empowered while they have their periods

Awareness Seminar on Women Health Care

The Golden Star CC organized a taboo-breaking seminar about “menstrual hygiene awareness”

The Golden Star CC 1n Lahore,
Pakistan organized a taboo-breaking
seminar about “menstrual hygiene
awareness” on 7th September,
2019.  Under the supervision of
Coordinator of Golden Star CC, Ms.
Neelam Nisari and her dynamic team
members, over 100 young girls
gathered at a local Church in a small
village called Bilal Town to
participate n a seminar  about
- menstruation. This seminar was
aimed not only to equip
underprivileged vyoung girls’ with
" awareness about menstrual cycles,
illnesses associated to 1ll personal
hygienic care and preventive
measures, but also to inspire them to
feel self-confident and empowered
while they have their periods.
Unfortunately, the topic of
menstruation is still a taboo in
Pakistan. The timid attitude towards
menstruation that is passed on to
young girl” by their very own mothers
and sisters, 1s the beginning and the
very reason of this stigma. The
culture of silence and shame
surrounding menstruation hinders
young girls from accessing their
rightful healthcare knowledge. In
addition to that, given the lack of
sanitary facilities, many young girls

L
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skip school and compromise with
education. Approximately 52% of
the population in Pakistan is female,
out of which only 20% have access
to sanitary products. This 1s a
shockingly low number and this
needs to change. Seeing these
circumstances, the Golden Star CC
took up the challenge to start a
conversation about periods. During
the seminar members of the CC
belonging to medical and
educational backgrounds shared
their knowledge and learning around
the topic that is rarely discussed. A

platform was opened where
participants felt comfortable to share
their experiences and invited to raise
their concerns. In doing so, the CC is
not only breaking the barrers that
prevent young girls’ from feeling
empowered and confidant to deal
with their mundane activities but also
to bring a positive and open attitude
towards menstruation. Our goal 1s to
instill an understanding, both men ©
and women, that there is no shame
associated to menstruation, to a
phenomenon that is the very nature of
reproduction.

The Golden Star CC aims to continue
working for the welfare of young
girls’ healthcare by providing
sanitary product and awareness
programs in hopes to eliminate the
stigma associated to menstruation
and replace it with adequate
knowledge, support and dignity.
Philosopher Francis Bacon once said
that knowledge is power. But sharing
that knowledge in power, multiplied.
If this 1s a cause that moves your
heart, then the Golden Star CC
cordially invites you to extend your
help to make this change possible.
For further information, please
contact u s at
uri.goldenstarce(@gmail.com

-
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In July 2019, URI Regional statt Mr.
Asher Nazir Executive Secretary and
Sr.Sabina Rifat Women Wing
coordinator visited skill training
center of Community Advancement
Society (CAS) at Youhanabad, Lahore
on the invitation of Mrs .Sharon
Shamir, Director Program (CAS) and
Shamir Asif, CEO (CAS). The
purpose of the meeting was to
introduce CAS work for women
- empowerment and youth development

~ through formal and informal
| education and to know about URI.

Mrs Sharon Shamir explamed that
CAS i1s working in Lahore since 2014,
. CAS is a development organization
| working for social development of
vulnerable and destitute people. CAS

Gurdwara Janam Asthan is also referred as
Gurdwara Nankana Sahib.It is a highly
revered Gurdwara that was bult at the site
where the founder of Sikhism, Guru Nanak,
was believed to be born. The shrine is located
in the city of Nankana Sahib. It is named after
the first Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Nanak.
Today it1s a city of high historic and religious
| value and a popular pilgrimage site for Sikhs
" from all over the world. The first Gurdwara is
believed to have been built at the site in the
16th century by the grandson of Guru Nanak,
Baba Dharam Chand. The current gurdwara
was built by Ranjit Singh in the 19th century.

B :,:-: ”-
L Members of URI Pakistan oft and on visit
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A development organization working for.social development of vulnerable and destitute people

CAS 'work for'womenempowerment:and youth development
Asher Nazir and Sr.Sabina Rifat visited skill training center of Community Advancement Society l'-

15 also providing basic computer
courses to the youth.

Sr Sabina and Mr Asher bricfed CAS
that URT 1s a networking platform that
allows its member to connect with

Sah

A group of URI paid a solidarity visit: to this Holy Shrine

this esteemed Shrine. In July 2019 a group of
URI, Wake CC members and Coordinator of

URI Women Wing Sr Sabina Rifat paid a
solidarity visit to this Holy Shrine. Sardar
Janam Singh and his colleagues wvery
cordially received the group, who paid

over 109 countries and provides
opportunity to network with over 1000
organization working to promote
peace and harmony through their
specific nature of work. They also
gave their brochures and newsletter to
CAS staff.

CAS is eager to be a part of the URI
network and showed their interest in
it. Sharon also gave them a tour of
CAS skill training center and
introduced rest of CAS staff. They
were very grateful to URI team for
spending a quality time with CAS
and exchanged their thoughts for
peace promotion through community
development.

homage to Baba Guru Nanak. A guide from
the Gurdawara very impressively explained
the history and teachings of Guru Nanak. A
spiritual and fascinating atomosphere was all
around. While the spirit of love ,humility and
service of the "Sewaks" impressed every one
there. The chanting of Bhajans across the
Gurdawara was creating a very sacred since.
There was a nice interfaith dialogue going on
with Sardar Janam Singh and the group while
at "Lungar” Mrs Sosan James and Sr Sabina
Rifat were offered sacred Stoles from
Gurdawara.




ANV a2 T

To use our combined resources only for nonviolent, compassionate action,
to awaken to our deepest truths, and manifest love and justice

Together People of all Faiths Stand Together, in Solidarity
Letter from the Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian on Kashmir conflict

Sep 9,2019

Dear Father Channan, and Sister Qutub,

Prayers and blessings for the work you do in such a difficult time.
Thank you for your letter and suggestions regarding the horrific circumstances in Jammu and Kashmir. As
someone who has been part of the track two negotiations in the past regarding the Jammu and Kashmir
situation, | share your concern for this grave situation, and not only this situation, but growing intolerance in
the region where cultural and religious differences are being weaponized to divide communities and
countries,

When | was at the United Nations last month, | spoke with key members of the Secretary General's staff about
this issue in my role as a member of the Secretary General's Faith Advisory Council. You can be assured that the
Secretary General and others at the UN are deeply concerned about this situation. The history of the Kashmir
conflict mirrors the history of the region from British colonial rule, to partition, to interstate conflict between
India and Pakistan, to the nuclearizing of this conflict that puts the whole world in danger. | applaud your
message and share your of urgency. | will continue to reach out to those whom you have suggested and others
involved in the situation.

In addition to your suggestions that we contact those in highest positions of authority, let me suggest
additional steps that are perhaps even more appropriate for URL

In this moment of conflict? Are there ways that the South Asia team can reach out to one another and together
not only speak out against the violence, but model what a peaceful region looks like when people of all faiths
stand together in solidarity. Wouldn't it be powerful if Muslims, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists and others from
URI South Asia made a joint statement about this issue and beyond a statement, and initiated new efforts to
bring their communities (your communities) together in solidarity in the face of this violence. That, it seems
to me, is most aligned with URI's PPPs and particularly "to use our combined resources only for nonviolent,
compassionate action, to awaken to our deepest truths, and manifest love and justice among all life for the
Earth and all living beings.”

let us do so by coming together as people of all beliefs, Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains and
so many others, and approach these moments of violence and conflict from an interfaith perspective,
connecting to our colleagues of other faiths and mobilizing the grassroots communities, as we also work to
challenge the leaders of governments and international organizations to do their part.

I will write a similar letter to the South Asia team making this suggestion.
May you continue to find strength and courage for the work ahead.

In peace,

Victor

The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjlan |r.

Executive Director

United Religions Initiative
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